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Friends, 
 The 75th Church Anniversary was a fantastic event! 
 The celebration at the Lochmoor Club was awesome!  It was a joyful 
time to have a former associate pastor attend the luncheon as well as seeing 
friends or long-distance church members attend worship and the program.  
The fellowship at the Lochmoor Club was wonderful!   
 There were great recollections of our congregation’s history given by 
Harry Kurtz, Dave Johnson, Betsy Martin and Robin Pongracz.  Thank you 
Harry, Dave, Betsy and Robin for sharing your memories of what the congre-
gation has meant to you and for sharing your hopes for our future. 
Tom Rockwell did a superb job as the Master of Ceremonies.  Thank you! 
Thank you Martha and Skip Schwartzenberg for the table decorations.   
Thank you Mary Lou Uridge and Lynne Millies for greeting guests at the 
doors and handing out the programs.  Thank you Pat Mullaney for taking 
notes and looking up previous anniversaries as we planned the program. 
Thank you Cathy Leverenz for reserving the room at the Lochmoor Club. 
Thank you Carl Uridge, Diane and Ron Strickler for your assistance and won-
derful ideas which resulted in an amazing program. 
 Thank you Board of Steward members, Craig Baetz, Lee Duncan, John 
Broman, Rick Hawley, Diane Strickler, Aaron Tavalire, Alan Wright, and Lori 
Zurvalec for ensuring that all church members and guests could attend the 
75th Anniversary Luncheon. 
 Thank you Walker Archer and Tom Rockwell for the photographs and 
video presentation during the program.  Thank you Tamm Whitty for your 
musical skills to lead the music to begin the program.  Thank you Dave 
Hands, Anne Archer and Katherine Baetz for the opening song to begin the 
program at the Lochmoor Club. 
 Thank you members of the Congregation for your contributions of 
time, talent and treasure as we celebrated 75 years of ministry and cele-
brated that we created disciples to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor’s Message continued on page 2 

Give 
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 We have trained disciples and given our former youth a solid Christian education as wit-
nessed in Robin Pongracz’s letter written for the 75th Anniversary luncheon: “I am blessed to have 
belonged to Grosse Pointe Congregational Church. As an adult, I am always a member of a Christian 
church wherever I live, and I know that God and Jesus Christ will always be in my heart.”   
 I believe we will continue to do so for the next 75 years… and beyond. 
 
God’s multiple blessings, 
 

Pastor Richard 
 
PS. You can view the video, or if you want a copy of the video you can download it to your com-
puter, by visiting www.gpcong.org, then on the drop down banner, Worship → Sermon Audio. 
 
PSS. If you missed the luncheon you can still add your name to the guest book.  The book is located 
outside the church office.  We hope you will add your name to the historical record for future gen-
erations to view. 

Pastor’s Message continued  

Upcoming GPCC Events 
 

Family Game Night & Potluck 
Sunday, November 1  

 5:00 pm  
Bring a food item to share and a board or card game 

   
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

Monday, November 23  
7:00 pm  

 
Family Christmas Workshop 

Friday, December 4  
 7:00 pm   

Visit www.gpcong.org in mid-November for workshop order form.   
Admission is free.  Children friendly crafts have different costs.  

 Order form is due prior to workshop.  
Free photographs with Santa Claus!! 
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1 Richard Hile 

2 Polly Tech 

8 Daniel Amato 

9 Avery Duncan 

10 Carolyn Wilson 

19 Kurt Tech 

 Robert DeClerq 

 Stephanie Hawley 

November Birthdays 

20 Ron Strickler 

21 Ben Wei 

22 Adam Morris 

25 Dorothea Schuler 

 Shelley Duncan 

26 Sandra Cook 

30 Steve Christian 

November 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

7:00 
Board of  
Stewards 
 Meeting 

7:00  
Bell Choir 

 

7:00  
Bell Choir 

7:00  
Bell Choir 

 

7:00  
Bell Choir 

7:30 
Knit Wits  Too 

Submissions for  
December 

Comment due 

7:30  
Bible Study 

 

7:30  
Bible Study 

 

7:30  
Bible Study 

 

8:30 
Choir 
10:00  

Worship 
5:00 Game Night 

8:30 
Choir 
10:00  

Worship 

9:30 
Women’s  

Fellowship 
Board Meeting 

8:30 
Choir 
10:00  

Worship 
11:00 

Final Feast 

8:30 
Choir 
10:00  

Worship 
Noisy Sunday 

8:30 
Choir 
10:00  

Worship 
1:00 Teen Haven 

7:00 
Interfaith  

Thanksgiving 
Service 
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Carmen Foote 
Danielle Hawley 

Marjorie Williams 
Kevin Maloney 
Isabel Bumford 

Sam Nelson 
Rodger Sulad 

Maria Deppische 
Jerry Peterson 
Kathy Zurvalec 

Beth White 
Family of Richard Schmitz 

Shut-Ins 
 

Carmen Foote 
Vista Springs Living 

2708 Meyer Avenue 
Wyoming, MI 49519 

 
Dorothea Schuler 

Wesley Glen Retirement Home 
#412E 

5155 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43214 

 
Beatrice Wuerfel 

At home 

Serving the Church in November 
 

November 1: 
Ushers:  Brandon Still, John Leverenz,  
               Aaron Tavalire, Warren Liverance 
Communion:  Aaron Tavalire, Pat Mullaney, 
                         David DeVries, Kevin Hogan 
Reader:  David Stanley Hands 
Sunday School:   
Counters:  Jeri Gleichauf, Ron Strickler 
Coffee Hour:  Lynne Millies, Pat Mullaney 
 
November 8: 
Ushers:  Ted Fly, Don McCarty                
Reader:  Martha Pease 
Sunday School:   
Counters:  Ted Fly, Anna Wuerfel 
Coffee Hour:  Diane & Ron Strickler 
 
November 15: 
Ushers:  Jack Frakes, Petersen Decker 
               Ken Perry, Kip Sadler 
Reader:  David Stanley Hands 
Sunday School:   
Counters:  Karen Horn, Claire & Ken Perry 
Coffee Hour:  Donuts and Cider in Fellowship Hall 
 
November 22: 
Ushers:  Jim Uridge, Dennis Kopp, 
 Bill O’Keefe, Mark Gawel 
Reader:  Lynn Pease 
Sunday School:   
Counters:  Cathy Leverenz, Pat Kurtz 
Coffee Hour:   
 
November 29: 
Ushers:  Philip Horn, John Broman, 
 David DeVries 
Reader:  Kathy Frakes 
Sunday School:   
Counters:  Karen Horn, Claire & Ken Perry 
Final Feast:  Board of Stewards 

Please remember our Church Family that cannot be 
with us by sending a card, note of encouragement or 
just to brighten the day!   

Frank Carlisle 
Dorothy Haas 

Betsy & Bob Martin 
Eric Boltz 

Wei-zen Wei 
Dan Hogan 
Don Clark 

The Drew Family 
Don McCarty 
Jeri Gleichauf 
David White 

Ronald Fergle 
 

Remember these members,  
friends and family in prayer: 
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~SAVE A TREE~ 

 The Comment is available 
to view on www.gpcong.org If you 
prefer a digital copy instead of a 
printed one, please call or email 
the church office so we can up-
date our records.  

Discussion 
Group 

 
 Instead of a theological 
book group, a monthly discussion 
group will meet at church this Fall 
to discuss topics.   
 On Wednesday, November 
18 the Discussion Group will hold 
its final group for 2015.  We will 
meet at 6:30pm in the Church 
Lounge to discuss a report pub-
lished in The Christian Century 
and reported on Glenn Beck’s ra-
dio program, “The Blaze.”  Will 
watch the clip and discuss Jesus’ 
possible reactions to the “Godless 
Cities” named in the report and 
our role, if any, to these cities as 
ambassadors for Christ. 

Moderator’s Message 
Greetings Friends! 
 What a fabulous party!  I know many of 
you were able to attend the 75th birthday cele-

bration at the Lochmoor Club, and what a fantastic gather-
ing!   I wanted to thank the many people who made it such a 
success one more time!  With a special thanks to Tom and 
Walker.  
 The same morning as the party, we held a flu vaccine 
clinic, and that too was a great turnout!  Thanks to Katherine 
Baetz for arranging through Evangelical Homes to have that 
for us! 
 At the most recent board meeting, the Board of Stew-
ards voted to start the New Beginnings program through the 
UCC.  New Beginnings is a congregation driven program to 
help the Church set a course for future strategic ministry.  
From the UCC: “New Beginning’s  purpose is to empower 
congregations into life-giving expressions of ministry for this 
era of God’s mission.  It does so through a process of assess-
ment, leadership training, discernment and decision-making 
in which the whole congregation will be involved.  More than 
700 congregations in the Christian Church-Disciples of Christ, 
Presbyterian Church USA and UCC have engaged in New Be-
ginnings to make a bold decision about their future.  The 
New Beginnings Assessment Service process leads a church 
to answer what God is calling the church to be and do today 
and into the future.”  The board is very excited to start down 
this road, and we hope to have as many from the congrega-
tion participate as possible.  More information will be shared 
as the process gets underway. 
 Please also visit the UCC website:  http://
www.ucc.org/new-beginnings 
See you on Sunday! 
Craig 
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Desert Angels:Desert Angels:  
Changing Our World…Changing Our World…  

One Box at a Time!One Box at a Time!  
 

 In honor of our veterans, November’s outreach pro-
ject is supporting The Desert Angel, a 501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization based in Auburn Hills, Michigan. Desert Angels 

was formed in October 2001 by Louise Downs Blain. According to Louise, “The Troops gave me the 
name ‘Desert Angel’ because out of the desert comes a box from someone they don't even know - it 
much be an angel -  it must be ‘The Desert Angel.’”  
 Desert Angels is a faith ministry, meaning it is a strictly volunteer organization, funded totally 
by donations. There is no outside funding and an all-volunteer staff.  
 Desert Angels collects, packs, and mails needed items to our Troops serving overseas. These 
boxes, dubbed “Miracle Boxes,” are care packages that contain a variety of needed items---including 
socks, pocket foods, and letters from home---as well as words of encouragement, hope and love.  
Also in each Miracle Box is added a "Prayer Cloth" or "Pocket Flag" reminding our Troops we are 
praying for them. They also add extra items to share and pass out to the native people of the coun-
tries where our Troops are stationed and throw in some "fun stuff" or school supplies to give to the 
children. In other words Desert Angels shows our Troops they are not forgotten.  
 As of Oct. 2007, the boxes have been named "Miracle Boxes" in honor of Ortonville, Michi-
gan's fallen hero, PFC Joseph A. Miracle, US Army Airborne of the 173rd. Joseph was in Afghanistan 
only 35 days when he gave his life defending his unit. 
 In addition to donations needed to purchase supplies for each box, there is also the postage 
cost. Each box costs $15 to mail. In August 2015 Desert Angels packed and shipped close to 600 
Miracle Boxes! 
 In November we celebrate Veterans Day and Thanksgiving...it is a great time for everyone to 
be THANKFUL for FREEDOM! A donation of only $15 will cover the cost of postage for one Miracle 
Box. Of course any and all donations 
are welcome. Please use the yellow or 
blue envelopes and mark it for Desert 
Angels. 
Thank you, 
The Outreach Committee 
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$8,000.  Photos of the tree and area – before 
the removal - will be taken and written au-
thorization obtained from the neighbors.  It is 
expected the work will be completed this fall. 

The Outreach Committee will meet in early 
November to decide how to distribute their 
2015 budget. 

Financials for period ending August 31, 
2015 were discussed and approved.  Copies of 
all financial statements are available to church 
members; a signup sheet is located outside 
the church office.  The Finance Committee will 
meet on October 29th. 

Board of Stewards Minutes continued  

An ad hoc review committee, consisting of 
persons with financial backgrounds, will be 
appointed by the Board of Stewards to exam-
ine collection procedures and check writing 
practices, among other things. 

Following a discussion of Rev. Dr. Bill Lyons 
recent presentation of New Beginnings, the 
UCC program for the evaluation and direction 
of churches, the Board unanimously agreed to 
adopt the program at a cost of $3,500. 

 
 
 
 Key details of the approved August 2015 
financial reports are as follows: 
 

 

 

General Fund: 
    YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 
Total income   $103,483 $102,672 $154,004 
Total Expenses  $148,114 $159,562 $239,301 
Difference   ($44,630) ($56,890) ($85,297) 
 

Endowment Fund: 
 

Total Expenses  $ 10,500 $ 30,140 $ 46,348 

DOLLARS 

& 

$ENSE 
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